Road-Bail Transport
CONCLUSION.
This concludes our study of railway policy in India,
Only the most prominent aspects of the problem have
been dealt with, and the idea, as already mentioned, has
been to deal with the question as it affects the road-rail
situation. In the next part road motor transport has been
taken for consideration and there too the study pertains to
the operational basis of motor transportation. In this
part we have started with a review of railway rate policy
and had occasion to see how difficult it is in practice to
?dopt a rate structure that would be satisfactory to all
interests alike. Railway rates are the result of compromise.
Varied interests have got to be satisfied and the different
principles of charging have to be mutually adjusted to suit
specific conditions. Broadly, the minimum rate quoted
should in no way be less than the cost of transportation,
and the upper limit should be set by the value of service
and the capacity of the commodity to bear a high rate.
For agricultural commodities and goods of low value and
great bulk the rates would have to be low. Our study
of individual freight rates has proved that the average
rate of incidence on the commodities examined is about
15 per cent, which is rather high. In America Mr. Jaekman
calculates the incidence of freight rates on wheat prices
at only 11*79 per cent. On manufactured tobacco the
incidence is as low as 1-47 per cent. On cigarette tobacco
in India the incidence of freight on a maund of tobacco
shipped from Guntur to Sukkur is as high as 15-5 per cent.
The incidence in the case of wheat may be taken at abont
20 per cent. In the case of wheat booked from Lyallpur
to Calcutta it is 27-3 per cent. Mr. Tiwari who has
made a detailed study of wheat freight rates is of the
belief that wheat rales have been rising and when the low
prices oi wheat now existent as compared with pre-war
prieeg are considered, the rate of incidence becomes all
the greater. In South Africa, the Bailways are pledged